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in the attitude of the nation to the problems
of education, it is not yet generally recognized
that a provision for the health of school
children is a necessary item of the programme
if education is to be effective. Every
educated Indian knows how much he has
suffered in health, vitality and energy by
a one-sided education which took no notice
of the physical requirements of his body.

The premature deaths of our leading men
are a constant subject of lamentation in
our press. But the number of lives lost
or smothered or ruined during the period
of adolescence or before attaining a recog-
nized position in society, is known only to
the gods. Nobody counts them. Millions
die every year of the harm done to their
systems by neglect of their health during
school and college days. Medical examina-
tion of school children has, of late, been
much talked of in India, but the progress
made in that direction is very slight. The
results so far obtained have revealed an
appalling condition of things, yet the awaken-
ing of the public mind has not been sufficiently
marked to force attention to it,

As to the adoption of means to protect
the health of school children, no one seems
to .think that the question is at all one of